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In recent years, the
firearm training industry
has greatly developed

on a global scale, due to
the consistent increase

in firearms purchases.
Subsequently, there has
been an even greater need
for the training of firearm
instructors,
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André Pretorius

ased in South Africa, International Firearm

Training Acadamy (ITA) is a service provider

which spacializes in the professional training
of firearms instructors, Establizhed before firearm
training was formally recognised by South Africa’s
Department of Higher Education and Training, ITA is
the top service provider in the country and partners
with over 280 accredited training centers that have
access to their training system and materials,

In comparison to mest industries, the firearms
industry is stil relatively young in South Africa
and has only been recognized as a professiona
industry for approximately 15 years. In 2001 the
Government's Education Department implemeanted
the Mational Qualifications Framewaork (MOF) which
allowed for the recognition of prior learning (RPL) by
higher education institutions across the country,
The framework included the recognition of the
axpertise and skills of firearms instructors, sllowing
these individuals to obtain formally recognised
gualifications in their field. The establishment of
a recognised profession was vital in formalising
South Africa’s firearms industry, which has seen
significant growth in the last 10 years.

As ome of the country’s oldest firearms
training providers, ITA offers a variety of
high-quality training programmes that are
on par with international firearms training
standards. Company owner Nikki Pretorius
discusses some of the factors that contribute
to ITAs market-leading status in South
Africa: “ITA was established many years
before other training providers in the market,
and ITAs founder André, worked with the
Standards Generating Body (SGB) when it
came to re-write the Unit Standards for the
formal firearms training qualification. In
deldition to this, ITA is the only lead service
provider in South Africa that offers training
for all the unit standards that make up the
full Certificate in Firearm Training (SAQA
Qualification 11> 50480)."

[TA's origins can be traced back to 1993 when the
founder, André Pretorius, travelled to the United
StatesandenrolledintheNational Rifle Association’s
(WRAY Firearms instructor training courses. Upon
completion of his training, Andre returned home to
South Africa as one of the country's most highly
qualified firearms trainers in the country, Not to
meantion also the youngest at the time!
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Mikki explains how throughout Andre’s two-
decade tenure with ITA, “he worked closely
with other firearms professionals to not only
develop ITA as a business but to advance the
standards within the local firearms industry.
His work with firearms experts of various
disciplines (such as ballistics, policing,
ex-military  personnel,  outcomes-based
educational, and other firearm instructors,
ete) established ITA as a market-leading
firearm training provider.

Andre’s strategic efforts for the company
extend to his work with the South African
governmeant, in the implementation of industry
:r‘angr—-;t'; that were necessary when the Firgarms
Control Act was adopted in 2000, This is further
demonstrated through his significant rele in
establishing a professional industry body, known as
the Professiconal Firearms Training Council (PFTC).
This particular process was vital in ensuring that
gquality assurance standards were met and that a
clear guideline was established for the professional
training of firearms instructors and the creation of
training materials for the industry.
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The legacy of Andre’s contributions live on in both
the firearms industry and in ITA, reinforced by the
experts he criginally partnered with and supported
by his wife Nikki, who stepped into ITA's leadership
role after Andre's passing in 2017

Mikki's dedication to his legacy and determination
to sustain [TAs market-leading position, have
resulted in a dramatic caresr change. From the
onset, one of Nikki's main goals was to enhance
ner skills and knowledge in order to effectively
ead the business. During her first year at the helm,
sha gualified as a firearms instructor, then as an
assessor and is constantly upskiling herself on
the shooting range and expanding her firearms
krow-how,

These firsarms-related skills are complemented
oy her honours degree incorporate communications
as well as her branding and marketing background
which have aided in her enhancement of ITA's
training materials. IT&'s "new lock” training manuals
wara launchadin 2019, garnering a positive response
fram their training partners and from learners. As a
highly motivated individual, Nikki continually seeks
ways 1o advance the business, going so far as to
obtain a Naticnal Diplama in Occupational Directed

Educational Training and Development Practices.
This affords her the knowledge to personally ensure
that ITA's training systems and materials comply
with SAQ's requirements for educaticnal materials
and laarner programs,

The company's training offering is extensive
and includes courses for private citizens
wanting to license a firearm for self-defence
to the full Firearms Trainer professional
qualification. Another key area of business
is the training of security personnel. The
country's private security industry is massive
and security officers are legally required to
maintain their competency and qualification.

Learners who receive training from ITA or an
ITA-accredited training centre, receive safe and
professional instruction that ensures they are
competent with their firearm and compliant with
law. As & supporting mechanism for the practica
implemeantation of firearm-related laws, ITA sets
itsell apart from its competitors by maintaining a
standard of excellence in its training systems and
materials thanks to their advanced understanding
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of the firearms educational system and through
the use of adult learning methodologies in their
programmes

Most of (TA's programmes are accredited by
the PFTC and are compliant with the Scuth African
Qualifications  Authority’'s  (SAQA)  respective
requirements  for full gualifications and  unit
standards.

While IT&'s main operations take place in 3outh
Africa, their training system is used in other
African countries such as Namibia & Kenya. Here
the accredited training partners utilise the ITA
training system even though there are no formalise
processes that govern firearm training and no
formal qualifications in the use of firearms that are
recognised by the respective governments and
these countries.

Maving further afisld, IT&'s materials are also used
n Abu Dhabi and Dubai, by ITA Counsellors - an ITA
criginated titla given to high-level firearms training
facilitators who specialise in Instructar Training.

The success of ITA and that of South Africa’s
firearms industry is not without its challenges
however. Factors that may appear distant and
unrelated to a country at the southemmaost tip of
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